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TEACH FOR AMERICA STATEMENT ON OBAMA 
ADMINISTRATION FORTHCOMING RELEASE OF TEACHER 

PREPARATION REGULATIONS 
 
New York, NY (November 25,  2014) —  Teach For America today released the 
following statement on the Obama Administration’s forthcoming release of draft teacher 
preparation regulations:  
 
“Teach For America is pleased to see that the Obama Administration will publish draft rules 
with the goal of enabling a more holistic and meaningful review of teacher preparation 
program quality, while better streamlining program reporting requirements. These draft rules 
will set a high bar for excellence across the nation and we are pleased to hear they will 
provide flexibility for key decisions in every state.   
 
“We appreciate the Administration’s push to provide incentives for states and programs, so 
that high-quality teacher preparation programs can be better identified and supported, and 
programs in need of improvement can make changes. We’re glad the rules will shift the focus 
to include multiple measures of outcomes, including the impact of teacher preparation 
programs on student achievement growth examined over a period of time.   Both traditional 
and alternative certification programs can provide a critical source of capable high-quality and 
diverse teaching talent and both types of programs must be held to high standards.  We 
regularly look at the effectiveness of our teachers and believe that data should be a vital part 
of evaluating teacher preparation programs.   
  
“We look forward to working with the Administration and Congress toward our shared goals: 
strengthening teacher preparation programs of all types, encouraging innovation, holding all 
programs accountable, and creating a high-quality, sustainable and diverse teacher workforce 
that will benefit all children.” 
 
 

# # # 
 
About Teach For America  
Teach For America works in partnership with communities to expand educational opportunity 
for children facing the challenges of poverty. Founded in 1990, Teach For America recruits 
and develops a diverse corps of outstanding college graduates and professionals to make an 
initial two-year commitment to teach in high-need schools and become lifelong leaders in the 
movement to end educational inequity. Today, 10,600 corps members are teaching in 50 
urban and rural regions across the country while more than 37,000 alumni work across 
sectors to ensure that all children have access to an excellent education. For more 
information, visit www.teachforamerica.org and follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  
 


